Chapter 12. A New Life

Meaning and Purpose of the story:  This story represents the turning point for the family. Everything is beginning to look a little more hopeful. Even though Jameela longs for her former life and home in her village, she appreciates the new experiences and relationships that she has found. We also learn that Haleema, Jameela’s mother is going to have a baby in a few months. Jameela is at first frightened by this revelation. Because her mother has had so many difficulties to attend to, she has felt the burden of trying to look after Ahmed. Jameela and her mother have a mother-daughter talk about their feelings about the changes in their lives. The story ends with new understanding and closeness. This story allows Jameela, her Auntie Aisha and her mother to talk about all the changes that they have experienced. Even though there have been struggles, there also have been new joys and new possibilities. Hope and patience are virtues that help the family. Merza and Abdullah both learn new careers and, in so doing, they find self- esteem and feelings of worthiness.  
	Primary School  Learning Objectives

	 

	1.
	Learning to see the positive outcomes that arise from change

	2.
	Learning about Afghanistan before the war from parents and grandparents. 

	3. 
	Coping with additional burdens as a child.


	Primary School Activities

	

	Classroom
	1. Ask the children to list all of Jameela’s family’s good experiences since they arrived in the city. What is Jameela missing from the village? How will the new experiences help the family if they are able to go back to the village?   
2. Jameela and Haleema have a talk about Haleema’s life when she was a child, before the war. Children in the class have not experienced Afghanistan without war. Ask the children to think about what Afghanistan was like before the war. Talk about education, music, clothing, prosperity, cultural ceremonies, and international interactions. 
3. Because parents have had a struggle over many years, children are asked often to share some of that burden. Sometimes that means that children do not have much time to play and be carefree. Talk with the children about their duties at home. How can duties at home be made more enjoyable? Can they be shared? Can the children talk and tell stories or sing while helping at home? If looking after younger brothers and sisters is part of their responsibility, can this be made easier by learning games and songs and stories to tell to younger ones? Can they teach younger ones what they have learned in school just as Jameela asked of Abdullah?


	Schoolyard
	1. Positive change creates growth. Make little flowers from paper. On the flowers, write positive changes that occur in the class, the school, the community or the country. These might be a new water source, new school supplies, a new power supply or a new health clinic.   Hang these flowers in the Place of Peace. Talk about how these changes will benefit the class or the community.   
2. Learn a traditional dance and practice in the schoolyard.
3. If children are not attending school regularly because they need to contribute to the family, teachers and principles can try to dialogue with the family about the value to the family of educating their children. See if the school can find creative ways to assist the family in sending their children to school on a regular basis. Perhaps older students can volunteer to help in some way.


	At home
	1. Ask the children to tell the story of A New Life to their family. Ask the children to talk to their family about positive experiences they have had because of the changes over the years. 
2. Ask the children to talk to their grandparents and elders about Afghanistan’s past and its future. How will they be the same? What will be different? Talk about these ideas in class. 


	Community
	1. Many changes in Afghanistan are likely to occur because of the end of war and the international assistance. Talk with the children about the changes that have happened in your community in recent months. Have some changes been difficult? Have some been welcome? Can we accept the difficult better if we focus on the positive changes? 
2. Write the story of your community with the children from long ago, through the war, through the present and into the future. Ask for many creative ideas about the future from the children. Be sure to create a sense of hope. 
3.  As teachers and principals, you might try to create a 100% school enrolment in your community. Work out ways to determine and remove the barriers to education for each child. In this way, children will be able to attain their greatest potential and meet their developmental tasks. 




	Middle School  Learning Objectives

	 

	1.
	Learning to see the positive outcomes that arise from change

	2.
	Learning about Afghanistan before the war from parents and grandparents. 

	3. 
	Coping with additional burdens as a child.


	Middle School Activities

	

	Classroom
	1. Ask the students to list all of Jameela’s family’s good experiences since they arrived in the city. What is Jameela missing from the village? How will the new experiences help the family if they are able to go back to the village? 

2. Jameela and Haleema have a talk about Haleema’s life when she was a child, before the war. Students in the class have not experienced Afghanistan without war. Ask the students to think about what Afghanistan was like before the war. Talk about education, music, clothing, prosperity, cultural ceremonies, and international interactions. 

3. Because parents have had a struggle over many years, children are often asked to share some of that burden. Sometimes that means that children do not have much time to play and be carefree. Talk with the students about their duties at home. How can duties at home be made more enjoyable? Can they be shared? Can the children talk and tell stories or sing while helping at home? If looking after younger brothers and sisters is part of their responsibility, can this be made easier by learning games and songs and stories to tell to younger ones? Can they teach younger ones what they have learned in school just as Jameela asked of Abdullah?



	Schoolyard
	1. Positive change creates growth. Make little flowers from paper. On the flowers, write positive changes that occur in the class, the school, the community or the country. These might be a new water source, new school supplies, a new power supply or a new health clinic.   Hang these flowers in the Place of Peace. Talk about how these changes will benefit the class or the community.   

2. Learn a traditional dance and practice in the schoolyard.

3. If children are not attending school regularly because they need to contribute to the family, teachers and principles can try to dialogue with the family about the value to the family of educating their children. See if the school can find creative ways to assist the family in sending their children to school on a regular basis. Perhaps older students can volunteer to help in some way.



	At home
	1. Ask the students to tell the story of A New Life to their family. Ask the students to talk to their family about positive experiences they have had because of the changes over the years. 

2. Ask the children to talk to their grandparents and elders about Afghanistan’s past and its future. How will they be the same? What will be different? Talk about these ideas in class. 



	Community
	1. Many changes in Afghanistan are likely to occur because of the end of war and the international assistance. Talk with the students about the changes that have happened in your community in recent months. Have some changes been difficult? Have some been welcome? Can we accept the difficult experiences better if we focus on the positive changes? 

2. Write with the students the story of your community from long ago, through the war, through the present and into the future. Ask for many creative ideas about the future from the children. Be sure to create a sense of hope. 

3.  As teachers and principals, you might try to create a 100% school enrolment in your community. Work out ways to determine and remove the barriers to education for each child. In this way, children will be able to attain their greatest potential and meet their developmental tasks. 




	Upper School  Learning Objectives

	 

	1.
	Learning to see the positive outcomes that arise from change

	2.
	Learning about Afghanistan before the war from parents and grandparents. 

	3. 
	Coping with additional burdens.


	Upper School Activities

	

	Classroom
	1. Assess the changes in your community in the last five years. Are there any trends evident? Evaluate the changes as peace-building, peace neutral or peace-negative. Focus on changes the directly impact human rights, gender equality, education, prosperity,  health care, the environment, security and meeting basic human needs. Technology may affect many facets of society. Which aspects of technology are beneficial and which are not?
2. What was the status of these same aspects (as above) of Afghan society 30 – 40 years ago?  
3. Discuss in class the responsibilities that the students carry in their daily lives. Discuss how the war and now movement toward peace are changing these responsibilities. How are the responsibilities for young men and young women different and how are they similar? 


	Schoolyard
	1. Discuss the changes that have occurred in the educational system in recent years. Discuss the impact of changing roles of females in the educational system. How will equality of rights to education benefit Afghan society?
2. Traditional music and musical instruments have lost some of their familiarity in Afghan society. How can the students help to retain these cultural traditions? 
3. Peer Peace Monitors can assist those students who have irregular attendance due to additional work at home by bringing schoolwork to the absent student at his or her home.


	At home
	1. Tell the story of a New Life to family members. Discuss at home the challenges and the positive outcomes of change in society. How do these changes impact your family? 
2. Ask the students to write a story about their community that includes the history, the current status and the future possibilities. Ask the students to consult with elders in the community to learn about the history. Elders might have a vision about the future that is very intriguing to younger minds.   
3. Students who have many additional tasks at home such as working, helping with household tasks and so on might benefit from having a homework partner who can provide a shared time and place to work together on homework. 


	Community
	1. Many changes in Afghanistan are likely to occur because of the end of war and the international assistance. Talk with the students about the impact of international intervention in Afghanistan. Try to assess the balance of positive, neutral and negative outcomes.

3. As teachers and principles, you might try to create a 100% school enrolment in your community. Work out ways to determine and remove the barriers to education for each student. In this way, students will be able to attain their greatest potential and meet their educational and occupational goals. 
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