Chapter 7. A New Friend

Meaning and purpose of story: In this story, our family has been forced to leave their home because their village was being bombed. The first night of their flight brings them to a village in which Merza’s friend lives. The children are bewildered by the strange language, food and clothing of their hosts. Bibi Jan explains that Afghanistan has rich diversity in its peoples. She also explains that although people might differ in appearance and language, they share they humanity- hope, dreams, needs and desires. Friendship, caring, concern, hospitality and generosity bridge the language gap. 

As the family travels further toward the city, they find accommodation in a displaced persons’ camp. Here Abdullah has further exposure to ethnic diversity but finds intolerance in his classmates. Abdullah mistakenly adopts the attitude of the majority of his classmates until his elders explain the error of that judgment. Abdullah’s life is then enriched by his open-minded approach to his new friend.  

The purpose of the story is to bring awareness, acceptance and enjoyment of cultural and ethnic diversity. Learning to see all Afghans as “we” not as “us” and “them” is helpful in creating tolerance and solidarity among Afghan citizens. In this way, understanding and believing in the humanity of all peoples, and the creation of and working toward common goals will assist Afghans in the creation of Peace.       
	

Primary School  Learning Objectives

	 

	1.
	Learning about different ethnic groups, cultures and languages in Afghanistan.

	2.
	Learning to accept, respect and celebrate differences among people. Learning to be non-judgmental.

	3. 
	Learning inclusive attitudes: “we” not “us and them”, learning to emphasize experiences shared by all people such as the suffering of war and the shared benefits of peace.


	Primary School Activities

	

	Classroom
	1. Talk about all of the different languages, religions, and ethnic groups in Afghanistan. Talk about differences in food, clothing, habits, art, music, and culture. 
2. Talk about diversity in the class. If there is diversity, have the children share with the class differences and always point out the similarities. If it is possible, ask children to bring from home different symbols or food or textiles that are common in their home but not in others’ homes.  Celebrate this richness in culture. If some of the children speak a different language, ask them to teach the class some new words. Do this frequently. Learn words of greeting, parting and words of good manners such as please and thank you.  
3. Everyone is harmed by violence and war. Everyone benefits from peace. The unfamiliar is more frightening than the familiar. The more familiar we become with those who are unfamiliar, the more we become “we” not “us” and “them”. Talk about the shared experiences of war, common suffering, common losses, common sadness, fear and anger. Talk then also about the common benefits of peace: renewal of feelings of safety and security, renewal of the schools, work for parents, and reduction in poverty.  


	Schoolyard
	1. Learn some songs and dances from different cultures within and outside Afghanistan. Practice these on pleasant days in the schoolyard. 
2. Encourage respect for diversity and tolerance for all. How does Abdullah’s new friend feel about the teasing of the other boys? Differences might also be found in abilities as students, as athletes, in mobility, or in social skills. Encourage inclusion for all in games. Teachers can notice children including others in their groups and praise inclusive play and acceptance. 
3. Have all of the children stand in a line in the schoolyard. Ask them to hold hands in the line. Have them count off “1” and “2”. Have all the “2” s turn around, face the other direction, and then hold hands again, still in one straight line. Place some bread and some water far away from the line, bread in front of the “1”s and water in front of the “2”s. Place these objects far away from each other. Now ask the “1”s to get their bread and at the same time, ask the “2”s to get their water. Both teams will be pulling in different directions and no one will be successful. Of course, ask them to be careful that no one is hurt. Now ask the two teams to talk about how each can achieve their goal by cooperation and by becoming one team. There are many possible ways to do achieve success for both. In the end, have the children share all of the water and all of the bread (or some other treats).


	At home
	1. Ask the children to tell this story of A New Friend at home. Have the children ask their parents if they have or had any friends who speak a different language. Ask how they came to be friends.
2. The children might experience different attitudes about tolerance at home. Discuss in class how parents who have lived through war still suffer. In time, and with new security, old prejudices will have a chance to fade. 
3. Ask the children to discuss their hopes for their family in a peaceful Afghanistan. Where would they like to live, what would they like to do, what do they need to be happy? Can all families in Afghanistan have this?


	Community
	1. Talk about differences in the community. Are there different cultures within the community?  
2. Encourage polite interest in others who are different in the community. Think about how others feel. Do they feel accepted and respected in the community? 
3. Talk about how different we would look and feel if we went to another country where the language, clothes, customs and food are all very different. What would make us feel accepted and comfortable? 



	Middle School  Learning Objectives

	 

	1.
	Learning about different ethnic groups, cultures and languages in Afghanistan.

	2.
	Learning to accept, respect and celebrate differences among people. Learning to be non-judgmental.

	3. 
	Learning inclusive attitudes: “we” not “us and them”, learning to emphasize experiences shared by all people, suffering of war and shared benefits of peace.


	Middle School Activities

	

	Classroom
	1. Talk about all of the different languages, religions, and ethnic groups in Afghanistan. Talk about differences in food, clothing, habits, art, music, and culture. Use photographs and any other visual aids or objects available.
2. Talk about diversity in the class. If there is diversity, have the students share with the class differences and always point out the similarities. If it is possible, ask students to bring from home different symbols or food or textiles that are common in their home but not in others’ homes.  Celebrate this richness in culture. If some of the students speak a different language, ask them to teach to class some new words. Do this frequently. Start with words of greeting, parting and words of good manners such as please and thank you. Continue to learn word through the year.  

3. Everyone is harmed by violence and war. Everyone benefits from peace. The unfamiliar is more frightening than the familiar. The more familiar we become with those who are unfamiliar, the more we become “we” not “us” and “them”. Talk about the shared experiences of war, common suffering, common losses, common sadness, fear and anger. Talk then also about the common benefits of peace: renewal of feelings of safety and security, renewal of the schools, work for parents, reduction in poverty, reopening of schools, more freedom for girls and women for education and work.  



	Schoolyard
	1. Learn some songs and dances from different cultures within and outside Afghanistan. Practice these on pleasant days in the schoolyard. 

2. Encourage respect for diversity and tolerance for all. How does Abdullah’s new friend feel about the teasing of the other boys? Differences might also be found in abilities as students, as athletes, in mobility, or in social skills. Encourage inclusion for all in games. Peer Peace Monitors can notice children including others in their groups and praise inclusive play and acceptance. 

3. Have all of the students stand in a line in the schoolyard. Ask them to hold hands in the line. Have them count off “1” and “2”. Have all to the “2” s turn around and face the other direction, still in one line and hold hands. Place some bread and some water far away from the line, bread in front of the “1”s and water in front of the “2”s. Place these objects far away from each other. Now ask the “1”s to get their bread and at the same time, ask the “2”s to get their water. Both teams will be pulling in different directions and no one will be successful. Of course, ask them to be careful that no one is hurt. Now ask the two teams to talk about how each can achieve their goal by cooperation and by becoming one team (still holding hands). There are many possible ways to do achieve success for both. In the end, have the children share all of the water and all of the bread (or some other treats). 



	At home
	1. Ask the students to tell this story of A New Friend at home. Have the students ask their parents if they have or had any friends who speak a different language. How did they come to be friends? 

2. The students might experience different attitudes about tolerance at home. Discuss in class how parents who have lived through war still suffer. In time, and with new security, old prejudices will have a chance to fade. 

3. Ask the students to discuss their hopes for their family in a peaceful Afghanistan. Where would they like to live, what would they like to do, what do they need to be happy? Can all families in Afghanistan have this? Ask them to write these hopes and dreams in their Peace Journal.


	Community
	1. Talk about differences in the community. Are there different cultures within the community?  

2. Encourage polite interest in others who are different in the community. Think about how other feels. Do they feel accepted and respected in the community? 

3. Talk about how different we would look and feel if we went to another country where the language, clothes, customs and food are all very different. What would make us feel accepted and comfortable? 




	Upper School  Learning Objectives

	 

	1.
	Learning about different ethnic groups, cultures and languages in Afghanistan.

	2.
	Learning to accept, respect and celebrate differences among people. Learning to be non-judgmental.

	3. 
	Learning inclusive attitudes: “we” not “us and them”, learning to emphasize experiences shared by all people, suffering of war and shared benefits of peace.


	Upper School Activities

	

	Classroom
	1. Talk about all of the different languages, religions, and ethnic groups in Afghanistan. Talk about differences in food, clothing, habits, art, music, and culture. How have the events in recent years affected the tolerance? 
2. Talk about diversity in the class. If there is diversity, have the students share with the class differences and similarities. Ask the students to bring from home different symbols or food or textiles that are common in their home but not in others’ homes.  Celebrate this richness in culture. If some of the students speak a different language, ask them to teach the class many words and phrases. Learn words of greeting, parting and words of good manners such as please and thank you, and the basics to carry on a polite conversation.  

3. Everyone is harmed by violence and war. Everyone benefits from peace. The unfamiliar is more frightening than the familiar. The more familiar we become with those who are unfamiliar, the more we become “we” not “us” and “them”. Talk about the shared experiences of war, common suffering, common losses, common sadness, fear and anger. Talk then also about the common benefits of peace: renewal of feelings of safety and security, renewal of the schools, work for parents, reduction in poverty, the respect for human rights and dignity, health-care, employment, economic security and religious freedom.   



	Schoolyard
	1. Learn some songs, stories, dramas and dances from different cultures within and outside Afghanistan. Perform these for other classes. 

2. Encourage respect for diversity and tolerance for all. How did Abdullah’s new friend feel and respond after being teased by his classmates? Differences might also be found in abilities as students, as athletes, in mobility, or in social skills. Encourage inclusion in games, sports and social activities. Peer Peace Monitors can assist with inclusion in and around the school. 
3. There have been many changes in the schools in recent years especially for girls and women. Discuss how the inclusion of both genders in society can have very many benefits to society. Discuss equality of access to education for all; males, females, young, old, able-bodied, physically challenged, able-minded and mentally challenged, academic- and trade- oriented students. How inclusive is your school? How can the school become more inclusive?  


	At home
	1. Ask the students to tell this story of A New Friend at home. Have the students ask their parents if they have or had any friends who speak a different language. How did people of different linguistic groups or cultures become friends? Is this more or less difficult because of the war? 
2. The students might experience different attitudes about tolerance at home. Discuss in class how parents who have lived through war still suffer. In time, and with new security and education, old prejudices will have a chance to fade. 

3. Ask the children to discuss their hopes for their family in a peaceful Afghanistan. Where would they like to live, what would they like to do, what do they need to be happy? Can all families in Afghanistan have this? Would that ideal be sustainable in the future? Ask the students to write these hopes and dreams in their Peace Journals.


	Community
	1. Talk about differences in the community. Are there different cultures within the community?  How has the war affected the homogeneity of villages and communities? Is there more diversity with the presence of international workers?    

2. Encourage interest in others who are different in the community. Think about how others feel. Do they feel accepted and respected in the community?  How could students encourage others to feel accepted and respected in the community?
3. Talk about how different we would look and feel if we went to another country where the language, clothes, customs and food are all very different. What would make us feel accepted and comfortable? How would we want to be treated by others if we were in another country?
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