Chapter 6. Leaving Home

Meaning and purpose of story:  In this story, Jameela’s village is bombed all through the night. The night has been terrifying for the whole family. There is a substantial damage to the village. Many homes are destroyed. The adults of the family decide that the village is no longer a safe place to live and the family is forced to flee to the city where Uncle Ali lives. Jameela, Fatima and Bibi Jan all have different reasons for wanting to stay home. The family draws together to support each other to flee to safety. Merza faces the shame of having to ride the donkey so that he does not slow the family down. 

Many, many thousands of families fled their homes and country to reach a safe haven from the war. The displacement caused many hardships. Often the first hardship is leaving home.

In this story, we ask the students to think also of the young soldier ordered to drop the bombs on small villages, knowing many innocent people live there.     
	Primary School  Learning Objectives

	 

	1.
	Learning about the effects of war and displacement on children and families 

	2.
	Learning about victims and aggressors.

	3. 
	Learning about the effects of war and displacement on the community and the country


	Primary School Activities

	

	Classroom
	1. Ask the children if they found the story frightening. Talk about how the characters in the story helped each other. Talk about what the children can do if they are frightened. Ask the children if they have been displaced or if they have lived all their lives in the same home. If there are children from each category, ask the children to talk about the benefits of their experiences. Did the displaced children learn new things or see new and interesting places, meet new people? Talk about these experiences. Did the children who stayed in their home feel happy that they did not have to leave what is familiar? Then talk about the difficult parts of leaving and staying? Was it very frightening? Were both worried about the future? What similarities are there between the experiences? What are the differences? Talk about how the experiences affected the family.
2. In conflicts, sometimes there are innocent victims, children and families, who do not participate in fighting. Sometimes boys and men have to fight. What might soldiers feel if they don’t have a choice about fighting? Do they feel upset about what they do? Talk about what it would be like to be made to fight if you did not want to. Make up a story about a young man who is forced to fight in the army and has to hurt other people. Talk about how he feels.
3. What happens to farms, villages and communities when war causes everyone to leave? What about the animals? The crops? The houses? The mosques? The wells? The art? The schools? Talk about this in class. 
For students who have had difficult experiences, allow them to use to Place of Peace to write, draw or think about their memories. Offer support to children who are sad about their former homes or frightened by their memories.


	Schoolyard
	1. Have the children draw pictures of their home, the one they have now or the one they miss. Hang the pictures on the walls of the school. Ask the children to talk about their pictures to the class. 
2. Have the children list all of the things to do when they are frightened. Write this list and put it on the wall of the Place of Peace.
3. Be sure to have children who are new to the class, welcomed by the class. Try to connect new students with another student who will befriend them. 


	At home
	1. Ask the children to tell the story Leaving Home to their family members. Perhaps young children don’t remember moving from home and they can learn about this from their parents. Ask the children to talk about where their families were and where they went. Use a map of Afghanistan and surrounding countries to show movements of people.

2. Ask the children to talk about what to do when they are frightened with someone they love at home.
3. Ask the children to ask their parents about their community before the war. What was it like? How was it the same or different? 


	Community
	1. How do families new to the community begin to fit in? Does anyone help them feel welcome? Talk about some ideas for helping new families feel welcome.
2. Create a very large drawing from several pieces of paper taped together or a long piece of paper from a roll. Have the children draw Afghanistan in Peace. Have many different people talking and greeting each other. Have houses and villages looking prosperous and peaceful. Hang this picture on the school wall.    
3. Ask an elder in the community to come into the class and talk about the community before the war. Talk about how it is the same or different. Are some of the changes for the better? Talk about the future of the community. What would the children like to have in the community that would contribute to well-being and peace? 



	Middle School  Learning Objectives

	 

	1.
	Learning about the effects of war and displacement on the individual and family

	2.
	Learning about the effects of war and displacement victims and aggressors.

	3. 
	Learning about the effects of war and displacement on the community and the country


	Middle School Activities

	

	Classroom
	1. Ask the students if they found the story frightening. Talk about how the characters in the story helped each other. Talk about what the students can do if they are frightened. Ask the students if they have been displaced or if they have lived all their lives in the same home. If there are students from each category, ask the children to talk about the benefits of their experiences. Did the displaced students learn new things or see new and interesting places, meet new people? Talk about these experiences. Did the students who stayed in their home feel happy that they did not have to leave what is familiar? Then talk about the difficult parts of leaving and staying? Was it very frightening? Were both worried about the future? What similarities are there between the experiences? What are the differences? Talk about how the experiences affected the family.

2. In conflicts, sometimes there are innocent victims, children and families, who do not participate in fighting. Sometimes boys and men have to fight. What might soldiers feel if they don’t have a choice about fighting? Do they feel upset about what they do? Talk about what it would be like to be made to fight if you did not want to. Make up a story about a young man who is forced to fight in the army and has to hurt other people. Talk about how he feels.

3. What happens to farms, villages and communities when war causes everyone to leave? What about the animals? The crops? The houses? The mosques? The wells? The art? The schools? Talk about this in class. 

For students who have had difficult experiences, allow them to use to Place of Peace to write, draw or think about their memories. Offer support to children who are sad about their former homes or frightened by their memories.



	Schoolyard
	1. Have the students draw pictures of their home, the one they have now or the one they miss. Hang the pictures on the walls of the school. Ask the students to talk about their pictures to the class. 

2. Have the students list all of the things to do when they are frightened. Write this list and put it on the wall of the Place of Peace.

3. Peer Peace Monitors can make special efforts to welcome new students to the class and helping them feel that they belong.


	At home
	1. Ask the students to tell the story Leaving Home to their family members. Ask the students to talk about where their families were and where they went. Use a map of Afghanistan and surrounding countries to show movements of people.

2. Ask the students to talk about what to do when they are frightened with someone they love at home.

3. Ask the students to ask their parents about their community before the war. What was it like? How was it the same or different? 



	Community
	1. How do families new to the community begin to fit in? Does anyone help them feel welcome? Talk about some ideas for helping new families feel welcome.

2. Create a very large drawing from several pieces of paper taped together or a long piece of paper from a roll. Have the children draw Afghanistan in Peace. Have many different people talking and greeting each other. Have houses and villages looking prosperous and peaceful. Hang this picture on the school wall.    

3. Ask an elder in the community to come into the class and talk about the community before the war. Talk about how it is the same or different. Are some of the changes for the better? Talk about the future of the community. What would the students like to have in the community that would contribute to well-being and peace? 




	Upper School  Learning Objectives

	 

	1.
	Learning about the effects of war and displacement on the individual and family

	2.
	Learning about the effects of war and displacement on victims and aggressors.

	3. 
	Learning about the effects of war and displacement on the community and the country


	Upper School Activities

	

	Classroom
	1. Discuss with the class the effects of war on the students and their families. Did some students experience bombing or active fighting? These experiences were perhaps very frightening. Could those students who experienced this talk with those students who escaped active war fighting. Discuss the experience of displacement. What were the benefits and the difficulties associated with displacement? What were the benefits and difficulties associated with remaining at home? If there are a variety of experiences in the class, have them discuss these experiences in groups of 5 or 6 students.
2. Some students may know individuals who are active or inactive fighters in the war. Is it difficult for fighters in the war to talk about their feelings about their aggressive and violent actions? Is fighting glorified so that shame, guilt, and horror are minimized? Discuss these ideas in class.
3. Discuss with the students the effects of war on farms, villages and communities when war causes everyone to leave. What about the animals? The crops? The houses? The mosques? The wells? The Culture? The public services? Discuss how the community is healing from these effects and what more needs to be done.

For students who have had difficult experiences, allow them to use to Place of Peace to write in their journal about their memories. Peer Peace Monitors can offer support to students who are upset by memories of this difficult part of their lives.



	Schoolyard
	1. Have some of the students draw the community before the war. (The might need information from elders in the family or the community.) Have others draw the community as they see it in the future, healed from the war, filled with well-being and peace. With peace, everyone has their basic needs met in terms of safety, security and access to healthcare, education, food, clean water, clean environment, shelter and employment. Discuss how the drawings are similar and how they are different. Place the drawing around the school or in the Place of Peace. 
2. Ask the students to write a story about a young man who, forced to fight in the army, has to do many horrific things. He might have flashbacks and nightmares. He struggles because everyone calls him a hero and he feels deeply ashamed of the violence and killings of which he was a part. Ask the students to read these stories aloud to the class and discuss them. Share stories with other classes.
3. Discuss how the war has affected education in the community. Discuss how the school has changed. What can the students do the help the school recover from the effects of war?


	At home
	1. Ask the students to tell the story of Leaving Home to their family members at home. Ask them to talk with their parents about their parents’ experiences with displacement. Have discussions in class about these experiences. On a map of the world, mark and the places they left and where the families went during the war. Ask the students to talk with their parents about the benefits and the drawbacks of the displacement. 

2. Ask the students to talk to their parents about experiences as victims of war and about experiences as fighters in war. Is it possible to both a victim and a fighter? Do both experiences create suffering? What is the alternative to this suffering? Can peace relieve this suffering?  

3. Ask the students who have not been displaced to talk with their parents about the community before the war. What was the community like in terms of public services, culture and recreation?


	Community
	1. Discuss the continued movement of families within the region or country. Are new families arriving in the community? How are these new families welcomed? What can students do to assist new families in their integration into the community?

2. Often, we talk about “war heroes” or “martyrs”. Discuss the how these terms affect how death in war is perceived. Discuss how these terms might affect those who feel badly about their actions in the war.  
3. Discuss with the class how the war has changed the community. What has been affected in terms public services, culture and recreation?   
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