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Story Characters :

Jameela: a ten -year -old girl who lives with her family in a rural
area of Afghanistan.

Ahmed : J a me e | -geéarsold brothere

Abdullah : J a me e | a §ear-dldibfothes. e n
Haleema: The chil drends mother.
Merza: The childrends father.
Bibi Jan : The paternal grandmother.

Kaka Ghulam: The paternal grandfather.

Yunus: The chil drends uncle who was ki
age 20, youngest son of Bibi Jan and Kaka Ghulam.

Fatma: The childrends aunt, young wi doc
Ay: The chil drends uncle, who I|ives I
Aisha: The childrends aunt, Alyds wife

Story Synopsis:

Jameela lives with her family in a village in Afghanistan.
They were already experiencing a great deal of difficulty
during the domestic struggles of their homeland when tragedy
struck. After coming in contact with a landmine while working
in the field, her Uncle Yunus was killed and her father lost a leg.
|l nJ @meel adsoGaddmael a and her youn
brother Ahmed try to understand the anger and estrangement
demonstrated by their older brother Abdullah. With the
guidance of their grandmother, Bibi Jan, they learn how they
might help him get over the loss of his Uncle Yunus, with whom
he was very close.



0The Wisdomof BibiJan 6 f urt her demonstrates
grandmot herds role as comforter and
concern over the change in personality of a school friend due
to the trauma of the war triggers Ja
Is having nightmares, and Bibi Jan provides her with a special
cure for her fears.

Much more of what is troubling Jameela is presented in
OMaking Cookies 6. Her fear of | andmines i s
much to Abdull ahds annoyance, she 1iIs
walking along a path that has already been cleared. Bibi Jan
uses the opportunity of making cookies to help Jameela come
to terms with her fatherdés injury, a
positive means of expression of grief for Yunus.

Jameela is finding it very difficult to fathom the mysteries
t hat are | ockMdaer zapd s$éndeSaheet dmour ns t he
of the cheerful man she knew before his injury, the one who
was full of stories. Her innocent questions bring him to tears, but
they also remind him of the man he used to be, and create
the yearning in him to be that way again.

The sadness and grief of Fatima, young widow of Yunus, is
felt by Jameela and Ahmed, who attempt to cheer her. Bibi
Jan notices and suggests ways for the family to come together
and celebrate good memories of Yunus, especially by singing
oYunusds. Songao

When their village is shelled through the night, the family

faces the grim truth that they must abandon what is most dear
t o t helmavingpHombe 6. Each of them deal s wi
traumatic thought in his or her own way, but ultimately they
know it is for the best and put on a brave front as they face

the future.

| nANewFriend6, the family is staying w
Merzads while they are on their jour
brothero6s place in the city. While t

valuable lesson about the nature of making judgments about
people who are different in either the language that they
speak or their beliefs.



As the family continues its journey to the city, Abdullah
discovers that Jameela has brought her kitten from home and
has kept it hidden the entire journey. In anger, he takes the
kitten from her and throws it in the undergrowth on the side of
the road. Jameela is angry with her brother and refuses to
acknowledge his existence. It is up to Bibi Jan to find a way for
t her e tRecofcidation @ .

| nMeor zadsOAnNMerzads | oss of control
frightens both Jameela and Ahmed. The emotional upheaval
wreaks havoc on both children, and causes them to be short
with each other. While hiding, Ahmed overhears his father
talking to Bibi Jan about his own insecurity regarding the loss of
his leg. When the child is discovered, it becomes an
opportunity for bridges to be mended between father and
son.

Bi bi Jands diplomatic skills are o
OMaking Peace 6. Whi l e | ooking for Merzads
wife Aisha in the city, the family is staying at a camp for
displaced persons located in an old schoolhouse. While in the
cramped quarters where they must make their temporary
home, Abdullah gets into a fight with a boy his own age over
the intrusion of his bicycle in the

A s Abdlullah and the Ten -footMan 6 opens, Abdul |l ah
l i ving with his family at his uncl e
down with a fever. He recalls his childhood dreams about
wanting to grow up to be a soldier before he falls asleep. He
dreams about meeting a giant soldier in the market who
teaches him a lesson about the reality of war.

| NANewlLife6, Jameel a expresses her | o
to meet Aly and Aisha as helping to offset being away from
her home. However, when Haleema tells her that she will soon
have a baby sister or brother, Jamee
instability of their lives takes over. Her mother helps her to
understand why this is a blessing for them all.



oGoingHome 6 begins with the news

the family is finally going to make the journey back home.
As the family makes their preparations for their return, it is
clear that there is still some tension between Haleema and
Fatima.

Healing Elements:

Healing images and symbols : hope for the future, returning
home, happiness.

Modeling of peaceful and virtuous interactions . caring,
cooperation, family unity, affection, industry, religious
devotion, leadership and responsibility, creativity.

Problem Issues : fear of the unknown.

Healing Strategies : per severing to achi

acknowl edgement of otherds work
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oJameel a Ahmed! Come 1 nsi

Haleema.




The children jumped up and ran inside where they found their

grandparents, parents, brother and uncle and aunts. Everyone was
trying to look serious.

oWhat 6s wrong?6 asked Jameel a hesita

oOoSurprise! Wedre going home! 6 Everya
oJameel a, Ahmed, wedre going home! o
Fatima. ONow you can grow your tomat oes

your kittens down by the river! o

Abdull ah rubbed his brotherdds head






OAuntie Aisha and Uncle Aly are taki

going to come with us and help get the

oBut Mot her, are you able to travel
Jameela.

oYes, Jameel a, we wil/l be fine, d s mi
pack tomorrow and | eave the next day. oo

oYes, 6 said Merza, owe have sold som

enough money to go home. 0
Ahmed | ooked puzzled. o0But wil!/ peop
your carpets, Daddy? You make such beat
OAhmed, you are so thoughtful,6 6 said
hug. OEveryone wil!/ buy my carpets, t he
region. Al |l need now is a | oom. o
OAbdul |l ah, are you coming home, too?
oWhat about your job?5¢
ol finished today, o6 said Abdull ah, p
transferred. Now I 0m the Landmine Educe
work in two weeks. 0
Jameela looked around the room. Everyone was smiling. She
could not remember seeing everyone smiling before. Tears
streamed down her cheeks, gathering at the ends of her grin.
Everyone was together and everyone was happy. Jameela was

overjoyed.






Bi bi Jan took her granddaughterds h.
if the house will be damaged or completely destroyed. Our
vill age wondt be the same. Many of our

fighting. We must be prepared for the

oWe shall pray for our friends and |
Kaka Ghul am. o0We shall pray for a safe
the end of the journey. o6 The family pr

fear mingled in their hearts.




The next morning, Haleema was awake early.

oFati ma,

get up and get
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Hal eema
you have finished ou _

do some work again.6
g .9 I wi | "I.’l“e.ulg.-.p-;ggg,;@.,li t oS t chy
sisterin-law struggle to lift a crate of food. -
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OHal eema, |l et me do that for you. Yo
sel f. 6

oYou dondt need to tell me what to d
mi dwi fe now, 6 said Hal eema as she wal ke
crate.




oWhy is Mother always mad at Aunti e
Jameela to Bibi Jan.

OAuntie Fatima needs to work hard to
mot her is making sure that she does, 0 ¢



ol wish they could be friends, d sigh
oMot her! Mother! o6 Abdull ah called fr
a loom for Dad! Look! And we bought another donkey and a cart
to carry all our belongings back home. The cart needs a little fixing

but now you and Bibi Jan can rest in tt}
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